FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
munitions for herself, but could buy them from
the whole world- This "illegal and immoral
embargo" as the New Statesman called it,1 was
continued by France throughout the War, while
it was only lifted by Britain when the War had
actually broken out: then under pressure of public
opinion, camel-loads of ammunition were allowed
to pass into Abyssinia, while shiploads of Italian
munitions continued to supply the Italian armies
through the Suez Canal without let or hindrance.
It is difficult not to regard this action of the two
Great Powers which were professing to curb
Italian aggression as a satire on "neutrality" and
as revealing the real intentions of their govern-
ments.
It was not until the beginning of September
1935 that the Foreign Office showed signs of
growing conscience-smitten or suspicious. The
British Fleet was ordered to Malta, and on Sep-
tember ii Sir Samuel Hoare made a vigorous
speech in the Assembly of the League of Nations
which seemed to mean that Great Britain meant
1 Cp. The pamphlet on Italy and Ethiopia m International
Conciliation for Nov. 1935, p. 456.
100